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THE BEAR’S SHARE 


HE Asian Collective Security idea of Mr Brezhnev. is becoming some- 

thing like the idea of God—it Is very vague, very vast, very 
meaningless and very omtmous, Like the word, God, which may meat 
many things to many people, from Brahma, to atom. . Asian Colles 
tive Securilly may mean g, multiple of things. Mr Brezhnev thinks, oF 
it leat his spokesman Mr Zamyatin wanits us to believe that he. thinks 
o, that tt is nothing but « gradual development of ries based on the 
principles of peacetiul co-exfstence. Lf jit were really so, Mr Brezhne. 
should have been equally engrossed = with \lfrican Collective 
Security pr South American Collective -Secoitv, developmen, of ties 
being a very noble Wea which should ger a global currency. But 
Mi Brezhnev talks lof thip only witht reference to Asia. Nbt for 
nathing, therefore, one of the documents siened during the Brezhnev 
tour has become thoroughly suspect. ‘The document relates to a new 
consular donyention which may define the terms an which facilities at 
Indian ports will be made available to Sovier ships. The American ships 
are muking q dash towards the Indian Ocean—mavybe through’ detente, 
the Americans know better 

Indo-Soviet co-cperation tm economic planning began two decades 
uo with a bane it was supposed to prove, among other things, that 
sociali#m was obtainable by peaceful means and economic compelt- 

m, The ‘Sloean was, the Soviet aid wodld enfleeble ' privailie 

capital. The slogan was. India would achieve. self-reliance through 
socialtst aid and thus out of gratitude veer to socialism. The matter 
of the fact is, Soviet aid has produced a mess everywhere. Textiles 
ard wagons showed thay the Russians meant business and nog socialism, 
And about the qconomvy of India. the dess said the better. The latest 
findines of the Chairman of Weight and Measures Commission : 
defective weights haye jproduced in the last five years Rs. 9000 crores 
of black money. Undeterred, Mr Brezhney has signed a [5-year treaty, 
moving into more Vital sectors of the economy 

Mr Brezhnev was a suest in thik country and for decency’s sake 
had to say that India had won 4 place of prestige in the world. The 
leacer of the country, which has the lowesy per capita income, lowest 
intake of calories and total bankruptey in economic planning, however, 







































took the complimem a, face value. 
Thik new Alice in Wonderland be: 
fheves: wha, she wants to believe or 
whar it snits her to believe. How- 
ever, ‘the sights she is seeing these 
the 
rags bumsting at every seam. and the 
getline a handle too 
miny attack, Olf the 
knfieht lias came in the forni of M1 
Brezhney, who has been reported 
ie have said to Mr Madhu Limaye 
halt, Inca can dispense with 
the Opposition 
stuinbling block against the ripport 


days ure not very wholesome, 


Opposition 


fox COUTSC 


how 


parties who ure a 


hetween the Government and the 
people } This is a clear enoueh 
hint for the CPI to take its dand— 


buy will the other partics be equal- 
ly obliging ? 

All said and done, Mr 
of course enough 
x Smiling record—he figs tak- 


Brezliney 


had reason to 


tiuke 
én a signed treaty, which our Mr 
is sO Vely general 


D, P. Dnar says is 
in timtun. Spelt out im more spe- 
cific terms the treaty will reveal 
how much more India would have 
to Yely an foreien aid, to offer which 
the work! powers ate so very keen 
wid of which the Russians, through 
the Banelacesh meélodifima . are 
: fertiny « bear's share. 
t 
Massive Protest 
! carrespandi ne writes 
Whe wave of protest against the 


inlokerably antifpegple infletionary 
padlicy of the Government locally cul- 


minting in the sharp rise in busfares 


~ 
reminds one of the 1966 food mo- 
verment, It should be realised that 
: this too is in essence a food mo 
wement, \ rise in burs-fares alone 
would net have caused such an up: 
smrve; it is a culminatlye = pno- 


cluct Or a leper perionl oO} expl vita 


deceit, on Lop ol 


ton av Coming 
the cruvliung vise in the prices of all 


busahane 


viisl foodstutis ynd common 


eolsupwr goods, ‘the rise 


| cuused the long suppressed fury of 
the pauperised people to boil over. 
Vhovueh roused by «a particular issue. 


2 


wre or 


this & a goneral protest agains the 


sweetiongued and sharp rocithed'! 
exploiters. 
Also, as in 1966. ‘the  sufferme 


masses, regardless of their loose party 


affiliations, joined iin the massive 


protest. Breakine ‘through ‘the 
senseless party corcdons, Stren ol 
youthful «cadyes joined Wands with 


the masses in launching a vigorous 
protest that threw the ruling: ¢lasses 


and ‘their five imachifery Wnito | 
confusion cn Monday—the day of 
the ‘otal tratisport, paralysis; to 
shaot or not to shoot, to arrest pr 
not to arrest (althengh several tathi 
charges did take place) Even thn 
different wines of the Chhatra Pan- 
shad came forward, in virtuol de- 
fiance of the nrandate of the rul 
ing parly ww which they belony, to 
protes: agains; the inti-~people 
measures of ‘the Goverment. Evan 
the august commandment bif Com 
erets President Arun Martra. cabl- 
me upon the Parishad to stop the 


rise agitation has gone wn- 
heeded. It 
despite the cautious muldlemanship 


uitisfare 


would seem as though, 


of ‘the leaders. ordinary polgiical 
workers are at jlone last coming to 
understand the bast: (listinetion be- 
tween the explorer and whe ec- 


ploited. Yer another promising fea- 
ture WW the persimsive, (on-coercive 
of the de 


pec yple 


whole, 
the 


the 


lowards 


attYlude, on 
monslrators 
tureher incliicatron 
the same yvitul 
iandh of 17th 


u step aheatl 


pirhaps jt 
of the 
chistinerion 


cawning all 
Lhe 


November wis  fiself 


in the sente that the agerieved peo 


ple had tawed it jal action bly on 
their own after the grear Left lead 
ers had succeeded in amisou Tat 
me the movemenp by having all 


their militant cadres arrested through 
the four preceding days of Gandhian 
But while on 


agitation thar occe- 


sion. some Chhatra Parishad ml 
Youth Coneress @ements had tried 
to pests: ‘the Baindh, his: tiaw the 
étarker economic reality has large- 
ly brought them ouy togerher, 

\ conspiracy to break this new- 
erown unity of people, however, is 
already yfoot. The Tramsport Mi 




























niser whe hak been Un 
into day over the last ¥ 
over the radio on Mom 
noon thar ‘the peacobul anf 
ayNation. started “by thi 
youth had come ite take 
tum (though none saw ai 
thes 


‘ 


Dm AO) 
make 
nee 


anywhere becatise al 
machiuaxion of the 
(ft must be remembered at 
while setting tite a 
considered vital 


that 
vehicle 
multiple jcold-bluoded un 
the police are held to eg 
violem. and ily OCHATS ' 
carbon copies al the Mine 
menis were propagated on 
evening by cerniny Chi 
ond Youth Coneress leadiey 

NONE 
inlillyadon 
the im 


is 


mecunes, 
of ihe 


corner 


in view 


orxnied —-vicilenice wun 
would from now on he 
rather than SUPT sorted. lf , 
Das Munshi, M.P.. abe 1 


on the same. evening a (perm 


version of the same. ‘tg 
Will this succeed in biew 

new unity of the peaple? Wa 

Chhaltra Parthad boys, wi 

pores are as learn as (Oe I 
Left. cacires, fall inito this yee t 
trap and dissoaats themselve , 
the aggrieved’ mastes whale yl 
they lad so eagerly suppor i pact! 
the (invisible) Left leaden ut 
another of their lone-prackiaii © 
nostatic responses and weds pets 
tival” retreat as the hea, aig py 
ting the people down ait al 
them won? Or will th» Ti M 









al the exploited prove mong) 
ing in the face ol reqotionatyl 
and pavisronit Aq Ui vocaniG 

















A Matter Of Stati 


November and aif 
economic problems would 
The nee 

rourkite 













Loniw 













rald. 


would arrive the 
4 
prices would go down and 


Unite 


nee 


we were 


so) 











thing will be in plice. 
though 









tely nor 


none of this has happened. 
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en Lure 
ist few ae 
Menda 
oful arth 
y the 
> rake 
uw BT 
the 
Lith Love 
\hered, al 
io a 
Vi ene 
rile 
lo be quia 


Wynchery “ens 40 have tniled 
Me ihe mudhadvertiged ap 
pe, evidently the hoarders and 
Riatkeierrs = have of 
I suuproyed iihen OrganiSalbion 
Giity phat they can now con 
mune x crop which by all 
ite hie been of a pood enough 
Stiey ain always rely om, bank 
i supplement ther = blick 
Dhow 1 fake care of the 
fal bavards involved in such 
rabies r ie, Food in India is an ideal 
f \inishere fm niwking money, the 
red ot Mie tien is How all the more strong 
Chhatra the Government by tts re- 
leaders aa feord has made it evident 
OTL iF a |i Neilicy intends nor is com- 
tpatione of agate: aiterlore in such a right 
the mowearanion, After all, the im- 
on be SEED ting is to «keep up the 
My Paieelieve thar the Government 


rey 4 ut 


late so 


ancl 


rect, 
ye all out to usher io sOciallém 


i fadically change the 
mve of the economy, And this 
uur dane by compulsory procure. 

levy orders and yll those ela- 

Much advertised §=parapherna- 
The vest is easy. All that 
ein do, like a Calcutta traffic 
mmn, is to move from the 

got and leave Whe ipartics 

Mile the score. 

mmetimes ‘the lid goes off, 
en oficial spokesmen give up 
eit: to conttus: the cri blics 
Pementing dressed-up statistics, 
{ Hien it could be embarrassing, 
thes ren Min Dharia, the Union Minis 
ove more lene Biate for Planning, must have 
"CLL aLy il H when he had to give in the 
ji vocations: Sy Stblia the per capita consump- 
Bimures of the noorest sections. As 

Man Miniter, and more so as u 

7 Statis Te ! V9 eonnecied with pianaing, 
i is accustomed to talking in 

mM crores ail §=omulifons of 
me and aa if he wot rather mecss- 
mip aver the sums which hardly 
mmo dwo digids, he should, he 
But be should not. have 

my for he was giving only 
Pifigures. \Anyway, he con- 

MW ihat more up-to-date ones 
Wd tetome available only some 
See iier, Bur pray, Mr Dhar, 
EMBER 89 you kindly explain how then 


ilko 
oo Lape rma class 
in ben Kina 
copler Wait 
ove, whe i 
as those Wi 
>» thabs reiteltie r 
themselves i 
os Whose 
upporiedy a 
“leaders pre 
ny-practiegl 
advise 2 


hey | ny 1 


wn after i 


you 


way 


nd 


wil oa 
would De aw 
The sew a 
market, ag 
owe duel anal 
ace, Uhibeptt 
Ue peek 
pemeck, The t 


y ane 


AER &, 1973 
at ~ 


FRONTLER 
the Planning Commission keeps on 
eyyving our all sorts of figures olf th 
the decible, 
even to Second 


lowest cor 
the 
And how revealine the fieures 
Che monthily je 
sumption expenditure of the 
10.54 


urban 


Income 
rect devonal 
pom 
were ! Capit, oon 
poor 
est classes came to Rs. in rural 
ateas and Rs. 12.95 in 
w) 1967-68 work 
paive and a Lyttle jover 40. (pplise 


Presumably tly 


tea 
Chey our ‘to 35 
clay resp ctively 


situation have turned 
then 


inflation of 


Wwol 
mun 


momithis 


pst 
Lb >{ 


since because of ‘the was 


the Bryl 


past 
what bas happened to all those Noa 


vember prom®es ? 


Amnesty 


number of “collaborators 


\ laree 


are being released from Bangladesh 


jails, including the former Governor, 


Mr Malik, by Sheikh Mujibar Rah 
them were garland 
Not all of the 
the Piakis- 
the 


man Some of 


t d aS 


freed 


out, 
with 
opponents om 


they came 
collaborated 
tan Government ; 
nresent regime were rounded wp on 
-there time 
people who had taken 
India 


motives 


various pretext: was a 


when nok 
shelter in were suspect 
The hehine ‘the 


are not clear. Hunranity? Human be 


amnesty 


for this 
the 
the 


famous 
quality Perhaps 
Sheikh thought—on the eve of 
union eleciions—tthay those who had 
helped the established authority will 
collabora with him now. ‘They 
will perhaps further bolster the ¢hree- 
in meeting the chal- 


ines power are not 


these days. 


party iLliance 
lenee of “extremists” who have taken 
areas of Ban 
“collaborators” 
the 


noc 


scattered 
gladesh. That 
are being released shows ‘that 
“Muslim Bengal” movement is 
much of a that propaganda 
sometimes a cover for 
the leftists. How- 
no indications of a 
wide upsurge agamist the Awami 
League at ‘the moment. Prices 
skyhigh but the counmryside, though 
eraaning Im ma&ery, is not rising. 


to ans in 
the 


force 
ybout it is 
agains! 
ever, there are 


nection 


are 


‘The lot ol 


One theory is tha, the farmers 


liavwinnw 4a 


are 
fine time, becuse. al the 
prices wf their products are fetching 
the over $ millien Jandles 
taken 
secuion ol 
Bangladesh Manists 
Jails have te be 


them in 


ile 
the 


labourers is noe being 


account It is aon this 
poor that thy 


will be 


emyptirex] to 


ayypred thane, 


rake 


The Greeks’ Misfortune 


President Georer Papadopoulas 


was overthrown by the same mem 
bers of the nrilitary junta who cons 
nired the 
of King Constantine im April 1967 
Soon after the coup General Papade 
Iyiis: a 


io Tun 


with him to end recime 


poulos gave a fair idea lo 


complices how he proposed 


the affairs of Greece For 3, period 


of six anda half years he iplayed tus 


curds quite deftly \ series of cre 


and a system ol rigor 


cial transfers 
ous surveillance did not permit the 
growth of a coherent opposrtien 
within the army. Another factor 
that helped the General fo remaii ™ 
was an excepuonal 


the  sutyy 


power 50 long 


boom, thanks to 
and munificance he 
the Americans and 

The 
the heavy price was his promisé ‘to 
hajli 1974 in ordey ta 
introduce a democracy of convenience 
reason fon his 


economit 

received 
the Euro- 
which he paid 


port 
from 
for 


peans. sin 


clecnLons in 
immediate 


the 
Lieutenant-General 


the 
overthrow 


anc 
student revolt. 
Phaidan Giztkis, 
Army eroup, 
new 


was 


commander of the First 
sworn in a the 
however, well known 
real poweniul man in Ube 
Demetrios 
aunit.i-conamuntst 


Gener? 


has been 
President. It ts, 


the 


SGL-up If 


that 
new Brigadier 
formicdis, the strong 
chief of the Military Police. 
net weutralise 


Papadopoulos could 


the power ol Brigadier Tonnicis, fo 
& was not inclined ta accept a poll 
The new military 


the the 


tical assignment, 


rulers said that deviarran of 


Py padopaulos regime from the ob- 
1967 “revolution” 


The 


jectives. of ‘the 


compelled them to intervene, 





former President was accused of tak- 

ing ‘the nation back to “the same 

forms and habits’ which made the 
armed forces revolt in 1967. It was 
further said thar Papadopoulos’s ob- 
jective was to defleqr the army from 
their national mission and use them 
for an electoral travesty in order to 
humiliate the people. The army 
everywhere js allergic to any move 

towards democratidation and ‘the 

Greck generals were panticularly re- 

sentful of Papalopoulos’ idea of 

quasi-democracy where they had no 

tole to play. Papalopoulos, however, 

wanted ‘to reign supreme till 1967 

when the firs ‘presidential ¢lection 

Was scheduled under the Constitution. 

The civilian Government headed by 

Markezinis wanted ‘to win the con- 
fidence of those who did not accept 
the 1967 coup or its results. It pro- 
mcd the people a free election but 
warned them at the same time of the 
(anger that might follow if its efforts 
to restore democracy came to nou- 
ght. The students would, however, 
have nothing to do with the sort of 

democracy ‘Papadopoulos had in 

mind, They wanted the immediate 

restoration of people’s sovereign 
rights, freedom of the Press and other 
muss media and rights of trade uni- 
ons and political partie. Bur it 

was just not possible to reconcile the 
dictatorial prerogatives that the 
Constitution gave to the President 
with the students’ aspiration for li- 
herty. The workers and students 
had a real taste of the liberalisation 
measures when more than a hundred 
of them were killed by ‘the army. 
Brigadier lonnidis took advantage of the 
confused situation to ease out the 
President. The Press was muzzled 
under the Papadopoulos regime and 
lonnidis told ‘the publishers that they 
were free to publish or mot publish 
their newspapers but if they did 
they would have to sulpporit the 
new Government. It will not, there 
fore, be easy to know what ‘the ge- 
nerals do not wantto tell the 
world, What the world Knows at 
the moment is that the Nevember 
coup is another misfortune for the 


Greeks. 


View from Delhi 


The Party Is Cover ? 


From A POLiricAL 
CORRESPONDENT 


HE Santa Claus from Moscow 

came and went and sunshine has 
been restored to the hearts of all those 
trafficking in public credulity. The 
party is over. On the balance the 
CPI seems to ahve lost on the swing 
what it gained on the roundabout. 


For the first time in Indo-Soviet re-. 
lations, the Congress party in India 
was singled) oul for fulsome praise 
When the CPI delegation me, Mr 
Brezhney, this became an for 
discussion. When the CPI spokesmen 
drew ithe Gommiissar’s attention ‘th 
the discomfiture his Red Fort speech 
had caused them, Mr Brezhnev snap- 
ped back to question the wtility 
or the relevance of strikes and agita- 
tions in a developing economy and 
pulled) them for their obsessive fears 
about the growth of monopolies. 
Ironically, when Mr Breziinev 
was holding hts summit with Dr S. 
D. Sharma, the Prime Minister was 
vather apologetically justifying to the 
Congress Parliamentary Party execu- 
tive the grant of expansion licences 
to the big business houses (most of 
them multi-national corporations) 
te cut down on imports amidst for- 
cign exchange scayelty. There is 
little doubt that the Soviet party 
will do business with the Coneress 
party withour the mediation of the 
CPI. It is not needed any more. 
The CPY’s credibility as an opposl- 
tion party will be eroded further. 
Mr Brezhnev's homilies to Mr Madhu 
Limaye on ‘the redundance of Op- 
position in India fit in well with 
Mrs Gandhi's thpsig thalt all the 
Opposition parties save the CPI are 
interlopers and therefore had no 
right to exist. 


issue 


even 


What is the upshot of the visit ? 
Tt sseemed to have been timed to 


provide the utmost demonstration effect, 


to proclaim ino ‘the world that the 


Soviet Union was still the aa 
force in the South Asian @ 
nent and Indo-Soviet nelatioy 
not soured since the 197] tem 
five documents signed apy 
pressive on paper, though Wi 
came through the economit) 
ments could have been got by 
without the formalities. Ti 
year agreement at best instil 
lises or formalises an cxisting 
tion. It iy clear thar mem 
Union will underwrite thei 
in New Delhi whether iy is i 
aentre or right of | centre a 
rightist Mr Brezhnev coult 
cure |less for ideology. Hg 
for the Congress party and qi 
gramme amounts to endorseng 
tne Congress party, its leite 
and its non-ideclogy. The GM 
be obliged to bring its own (ii 
in focus with the Soviet len 
and justify its position to i 
rank and file. The fun and) 
we beginming. ’ 
The ruling alasses have f 

their options in relation 16% 
it would seem. ‘The China issue 
them a leverage with the Sovigl 
dership even after ¢he cold wil 
ended. Every time the need 0 
down Soviet arms to Pakistan 
secure more arms for india Wal 
these classes asserted their resol 
make their China policy “T6@ 
The ~iptions were closed jit 
with the signing of the Indo 
treaty and now one hear it 
Delhi the talk that normalisationa 
lations with China js Une 
and Soviet aid and friendship 
more important. Even “selirall 
needs co be underwritten Dy 
super-power or the other 
United States is keen on imp 
relations with India, in the ga 
spirit and Mrs Gandhi has § 
okl apprehensions and re 
about the super-power detente 
joint declaration in New Delhi 
this clear. Mr Brezhnev has suceea 
in persuading her to belive 
the detente will do India gaa 
India should go along with them 
powers, As a sop forum 
susceptibilities, the Asian 
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mentioned in 


ty plan was net 
but the gap 


part leglaration 














domi 

ub cont wn the two countries on this 
cons hagigme has all but disappeared. 

caty. “THERE Soviet diplomatic offensive for 
ppear§ iminierence Of Asian countries to F 








the sccurity plan might take 
he New Delhi 


Soviets 


vhatevee ele 


tic ACRE Bur at the end of | my 


v2 




















































by Indl it wos clate that the : gh 
The (ummmuld to ahead with the phn with- Lure veplags Se ns - ‘eh acter of the ruling class in a country 
stitutions Whinese participation. Pious de- meieongen WW we ni ete - thisices where stich monstrosities cant exist as 
ting sitimepaaunns that the plan is not aimed Fiat pie ie y py . etic. Hits = eo the character of she Leftist op : 
Sovinnmam amy qouniry are muviched by imperials' sone killing: pr i aa sh position eaders who can observe a 
he regime piiimetions of China. The Dethi jails has taken place countless tins docile silence om such vital malter, ) 
< lef Summation made no. teference. to under the National Democrats This reporr has been prepared on 
re or jamenimim ttt Me Brezhney chose to attack Government, vest in the deaths 44. qasis of the direct experience of | 
ould Oui an Tis Red Fort speech when of hundreds ss ae rs about twenty-five prisoners + lately 7 
His praiiiiemered to those allegedly intex- THIS 1S ORE) WRT. of the matter. confined in the Calcutta Presidency 
d the pm bd ne i) India’s intertal affairs. Even The other aspect elates. 0 oe, an fail, supposed to be one of the very 
rsement aiedngian Government has not charg- ditions, iv which thousands or PS best in India ; 
leadershianchina with such interference, soners, particularly political prisoners qa 
c CPT wie vist was * spectacular show, are being ‘kept comfined year after Be you en Presidency jail thes 
vear—whal SOTL of food they are fed oh the massive trom gabe, you will 
find on getting past the office rooms 





iydie Russians behaving like second- 
Americans sevting up colour TV 
4) the satellite and the 






vn think 

leaderstiim 
its OWA anus Tate! 
game fo demonstrate to poor Indians 
Mab hey do matter in the super-power 
yt Mr Beezhnsvy scoms to hiave 
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ro Crime ph W8Ty PSY mictime. olf ‘Trvettasy > : ao os  Avether. bank 
1 issue gavapammonomy and would mot agree with ministration in British jails, Tt is ‘aaa Posie isa ze 
Sovier. P Madhw Limaya who had a. differ- therefore the duty of every honest View ak facec stellt [a= whide: = 
ld war Hae Hetire to paint. Well, Mr Brezh- citizen to hold wp before the people uraally all that the important Wi 
eed to aa ihyes not agree even with the CPI’s of India a true agcount of the reality &°5 when he comes to inspect the 

<istan ‘of Iaememlations or assessment of the class inside the jails m “Free Democratic’ prin But if, instead ol Sige 
iia was feligeematinier of Mrs Gandhi's Govern- India, so that they can judge for * iF tour hare, you go altead a few 
+ resolve Hinman themselves whether things have 1m- steps om your Tigttl, Wed, get 
“flexible press covers ge of the visit was proved ot horribly worsened since past another gute, you will come 
doin OZER TE whole well “managed” and the the days of focign Tule. In the big actarls rhe Chowka , Le,, the kite het, 
Indo-Savigmmmmanel could call an Indian jour- Bewspapers we often come actos» Sarvs abou hie Penpies an 
because he did enthusiastic accounts of so matty prepared there, Tf m 4s around 10 

or i) arm you are likely to see (not 


ie “incompetent” 
BO verte With the correspondent’s in- 
tle oblks. 


ims im W 


lisa't }ony ea 


mremridn 


onineces A 

‘ndship ange Milic-on the press, here is a quote 

ce] -relaneeam Wie Lok Sabha records: 

on by € My friends from the Press Gallery 

other Dell forgive me. IT am talking a@bout 

in improv ay Narayan Mishra. Every time. 

. the denentt Pam told, he goes aipcoad, he gets 
ths ele; For 


has lost Dea mal watches, suit leng 
reservation Ene coverage in the newyp2 
Jerante, yiits journalists for dinnor and arti- 
y Delht ma Qe put in special envelopes are 
has succecgmmmmmen: to Those envelopes 


LDeTS he 
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believe hilt mim sometiving Mr iChavan 
dia good ail with every day. . finance. Shri 
7 Patitiry, sould welcome enquiry to let 


vith the sf 
for indi 
ool teeth 









Seome out... Mr Jyotirmoy Bosu 
WeeEM), on November 21. 
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daily receive. 


the comprador hourgeoisie ane 
lords used, 
tional 






whether its influence is likely to turn 


Study Of A Jail—I 


ciminals into human beings or te 
drive human beings irresistibly, day 


By A Group oF REPORTERS 

by day, info an inhuman state, We 
would also like the people of the 
eountry and people all over the world 
whether this kind “of 
a civilised, free. de 0a 
the char 


OR the latt three or four years 

shooting prisoners dead in 
particularly in Wett Ben- 
almost a regular fea- 
this 


consider 


Lo 


intl can exist im 


l, has been : . f 
mocratic country, to judge 


kind of treatment they 
Those who are at the 
behalf of 
{ jand- 
once, in the guise of na- 
to decry the malad- 


heautiftilly tended, neatly laid-ut 
rarden bordered with croten 
with a squate pool of 


a 

- Al “s « 
iim of power today on HOWeT 

and casurpna, 

r nestling by its side and a 

playground ion the 


This the “front 


clear wat 
leaders speen carpeted 


iS 





plans formed and so many measures 

taken by the Government for effect- everyday of course) a couple of well. 

ine an all-round improvement in drexed authortarimn-looking sremle- 

jails. The fail Minister of West men, followed. by a retinite, entering 

Bengal has asuured us that a radical OF coming out of the Chowka, ‘These 
are the great prison overlords, the 


change im conditions in jails is immi- 
the precess 
and that the noble pur- 
to 


Super (Superintendent) or the De- 
puty Super and the Jailor, who have 
taken infinite pains to pay ® hurried 
visit’ (with handkerchiefs to their 
atiewst noses) 10 these dirty and stin- 


quent, ‘that is already 
under way. 
behind this eres't chanere is 
so as to enable 


We 


pose 
eform the prisoner 
return to normal tife. 


him to ; ’ : 
would like the peaple to judge from kine kitchen precinets. You might 
this absolutely genuine reniort what even hear them making comments 
exactly is the inner revdity of lke"Too sood!” as they heat a hasty 

retreat without having come nin 


prison” which 


this “ideal democratic 
ich lusuriance aciual cooking place 


where near the 


has reached its present 9 

in course of the twenty-six marvel- Former superinsendent B. J. Das 

jlous years of Indian independence had been often heard saying things 
Sal 


like, “Why are you putting se much 
oil i that (oilless) curry? ‘Tr will 
make them ill. Can dogs digest ghee?” 
The substances in question ate, of 
course, duly transferred to the quar- 
ters of those who can very well digest 
them. 

Opposite the Chowka you will find 
a latee crowed gathered around two 
Water-taps struggling to get water 
for drinking and bathing, Especially 
in summer it is exceedingly difficult 
to get more than four mugs of bath 
inc water. All of aj sudden you will 
see two or three persons in convict’s 
uniform arriving with a huge drum 
which they vtart filling, quietly shov- 
ing. everyone off. No complain: ts 
possible because the water in the 
dtm is needed for the “25th De- 
gree” ic., those notorious 
convict agents (chamchas in jal 
parlance) with whose aid she autho- 
tities run the prisom (More on this 
“2hth Degree” later). Anyway, the 
result is that the entire pressure de- 
cends on the remamning tap. Maybe, 
jim then two more sich People car- 
rying a huge bucket get hold of the 
other tap this time to secure water 
for the “Jamadar Saab" and the se- 
poys. Complaints would be equally 
futile All have to stand by help- 
lesly until the drum and the bucket 
have been filed. Within a few minu- 
tes again turn up people from the 
Milk Department with huge enypty 
cans Everyone knows what this 
‘ water is for—to be pur into the milk. 
\ Wet they feel erateful in a way that 
: they are taking. fresh water from the 
t tap rather than getting it from some 


convicts, 





dinty ditch, 


| “Tenth Degree” 
The way to the godown ‘passes by 


1 the Kitchen and alorigside it is a 
huge filthy drain down which all the 
dire fram the prison flows. Right 


e pon it stanc the punitive ceils—the 
© “Tenth Degree. These cells admit 
neither light mor air and each has a 
Single ventilator opening right on 
‘the stinking drain. Five of ‘these 
cells are inhabiled by prisoners suf 
fering from leprosy while in the 
other five “dangerous” and “obsti- 
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nate’ prisoners ate kept by way of the Jail). 


punishment. If is in ome of these 
that the Naxaltte leader Jam 
gal Santal is at present being forced 
to pass his days. There are 44 more 
ordinary cells in amother part of the 
Jail and they are not much bet'er 
than the puniive cells. 


Accommodation and SanRatlon 

Turning West from the Chawka 
one comes across after a coupl= of 
minutes’ walk, a long two.storyed 
building divided mto wards—the 
“eesidende” under- 
trial prisoners and “without trial”” 
detenus. In each room 50 to 100 
prisoners are kept confined; at 
times many more. (In [971 more 
than 250 people used to be packed 
at times in each.) At ‘sch times 
there is hardly room enough fér all 
even ‘to ‘sit on the floor. Besides, 
there is a huge hall known as “Dari- 
hazat” or “Tart” m which about 
850 people are forced to live. In 
1971 near about 800 prisoners rsed 
to be forced into it. Presidency 
Jail has an official capacity of 2000 
prisoners. In 1971 nearly 4000 peo- 
ple used to be kept there. 

All the wards are lacked up for 
the night at 5-30 p.m. (earlier in 
winter, and from then till 6 im the 
marnine the hundred or misre peo. 
ple inside urinate (within the room) 
at a windowtide dram. For defeca- 
tion during the night there is a th, 
practically expored to view, set in 
a conver in each room. The terri- 
ble all-nvght stink is stifling, Stink- 
ing drains run immediately outside 
the walls of each room. Besides, the 
entire ail full of 
clumps of bushes, filthy open drains 
and broken old cisterns full of 
dirty stagnamt water, renderine them 
a perfect breeding xround for flies 
and = moquitoes. These ren- 
der the lives of the prisonéfs into- 
lerable by night and by day. 

A prisoner ts taken to his parti- 
cular ward the day after he arrives. 
There he gets from the “Mate”, Le., 
Ward-in.Chargé (a ‘convict) a 
couple of blankets, an aluminium 
plate and a bowl (manufactured in 


of convicts ai 


premMes are 


pests 































It fs of conte iil 
in the “Dari hevat"; thew 
can be hac unless one cag 
it, (More anon on tis 
ment’ business.) 

The dovrs of the ward 
for two hours 
prisoners, to brush their ate , 
answer calls of nuturé Ge wir. 
of courtyard is attached tothe , 
of every ward (which alse 
the upper storey, On oneal | 
it are the latrines, each sho 
feet wide, the partition WEg 
about 24 [eet These I 
are neither of the service 1org 
Sanitary variety, They ates 
only once in 24 hours, a: aim 
am, The result is that they gn 
most all. the time heaped iii 
excrement, rendering themyy 
awful and “Ube sal 
of flies, Trectically una poromel 


at 6 a.m 


" he wil 
da 
pver 
ert < 
3 or, 
dat 
hich 
u ren 
hy 


Reet | 


high, 


their agink 


There is a water-tap and q 


for every two wards. ‘The 

are mostly damaced omd ai mone! 
and the taps ger cloeoad Mn il 
often. When working, the aiiamn<c 
yieli the merest trickle of min 
and 150 to 200 prisoners jon ficin! 
ficht each mher in trying dy ies 2 
water for bathine, wrehing Be mire 
and utensils, for drinking, fore wt oof 
latrine, etc. at that stendey SRR ghe 
Many resort to the taps QO an: 
Chowka -because the flow 9s TERRIA ‘sts 
there; but the <cbficulie: ie ri 
have already been deere) peckly 
top of all this the creat goull ti 


the sepoys (warcers), often his 
with Useir aA Jot 
to “preserve law and order: 


indiscriminately 


‘times the sepoys jus order hethe 
prisoners not to go to the Ghp okr; 
taps, reecultine in a. terrhle rush | Rone 


the raps in the wards, Thenpa i aI 


often, it is not possible eva lim halo 
one's drinking watar, no. to Sl ftv! 
of bathing. Only if the senoeeipeicdin: 
be effectively bribed with tea youth 
rettes, etc. can the pHivineteaiine bh 
permission again to go to (he Geass ct 
ka tam. Bribrn¢g alo beonme Sis 
luftely necessary if, finding tie j 


; a! a 
Intrines clopwed aypihy @ 
use 9 lutrin€ Tt 


The wed 


lorted 
wishes ‘to 





one 
neighbouring ward. 
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iferdy 
rothinat 
RTGS Ps 


ana ten 





meup at 8 a.m., opening again 
mor 10-30 and closed again at 
Meaney ate opened for the 
a3 p.m. and locked up 
Bike whighe wr 9-30 (5 
Seirlier in winter). 

Tine wire, especially the ground 
gooms, admit very little ligitt 
eer fo make matters worse, 
ire bulfle-walis before most of 
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eC O67 
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e fy TH 













1s fe Pwindows, Phe rooms are dark 
side of i damp al) the time. The walls 
out i” tie tipper rooms remain 
is bene Moaked fthrowhovt the rainy 












la tring m and on the round floor 
r of Smeecan eps into the blankets 
cleaned See ferve ws hed’. Liehtng or- 
about if Bement at night are eve worse. 





y ore ob 
up withy 
with 
swarm 





Po) the vee rooms (averaging 
mur 50 fr x 25 feet) are lig by 
eai-watt lamps of which some 
Balways ouy of order, sometimes 
then: Reading is our of the 
2 COMGRREMON; nothing is visible clearly. 
citcrnil 

LineeSete sual Traffic 

‘] GHAR this weird twilight 
he Sa Mun! activities of 
rf Mm cinvicts—which 1s 













go on the 
the long. 
under ut 



















stle ane registration from the avwtho- 
, to anil is one of the standing 
r lat mes of their illewal income. This 
tor m attivity has beer going on 


er sours Juil for years tn a fully plan- 
and orsanised way. The entite 
iwad, from the sepoys and jamsa- 
up to the officers have 
arrangements 
criminals, 


monthly 
homieexual 

















n hit CORMBMEN the new prisumers arrive in 
wir lof Ite afternoon these hardened 
‘der, AMM convicts go out to inspect 
mer the ah there are any “bhalo 
i¢ Chewkil Yr (“ond =young men") 

rsh gt them, If there are, bargain- 


‘hen, anita 
ven Te qet. 
r © Bit |< 
CpOye adi 
t ten, Tae 


fem once starts, Thar is, this 
Malo chhotra” is put on auction, 
me Seventy! One hundred!—the 
go¢s.on. The unfortunate 
min is pit in the ward in which 
Ones EMER hioiet bidder lives: The hel. 
the GhewWelammenes antl complaints of the boy 
comes aRRMIREm deaf exrs, and prove quite 
ror ehag Seen: beac the envire staff in- 
with: He t the olficers have been ren- 
otrine iit Wauee “bayalibar", i¢,, squared, with 
wards “There js, of course, a rule 
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designed to prevent. this sor af 
atrocity—-for putting the prisoners 
under I8 years in a separate room 
known as the “Youth File’. But 
that paper regulation has mo effect 
on the triumphant running of this 
racket. 

Prisonets iim entire wards often 
have their sleep rudely disturbed. by 
the noise of the ctuel beating in- 
ficted om their victims by these ho 

Tamubters and the pitiful 
aie. of the victims. But 
1 


it 
daring to protest is sure to be 


mosex ual 
anyone 
beaten 
mercilessly by the sepoys and jama- 
dars next morning. 

There are some 
soners in many of ‘the 
feet are kept chained either with 
“danda-beri” or with ‘“shikli-beri” 
for three months or six months or 
indefinitely, 2s the case may: be. 
But if you can make a cash arrange- 
ment (“nagad karbar”) with ithe 
jamadars and the officers, you can 
ge, your chains off immediately, On 
the other hand, inability to pay may 
result in a prolongation of the pun- 
ishment. 

There is a standing alliance be- 
tween contractors and the fail au- 
thorities Teadmng to emormous mu- 
tual prof, At intervals the con- 
tractors pst busy with repairing, 
whitewashing and painting work. 


“dangerous” gri- 


watds whote 


Nething is done. ‘The whitewash 
leaves the walls alniost as 


drab-looking as before. Plaster which 
had been only recemtly done and 
winch is in quite good condition: is 
taken off wtth great pains and new 
plaster put on. This process inay 
be repeated only three months later 
Another of the ways in which the 
Jail authorities add to their income. 


Prisoners’ Food 

Food “is ‘served to ‘the prisoners 
tHirice daily (i.¢, whsually).. No 
food is served at night. The meal 
that is served at 5 or 5-30 p.m. im- 
mediately before the wards are lock- 
ed up & held to be the meal for 
the night. 

Most of the days the prisoners get 
boiled chkola (gram) for breakfast; 
without any trace of ail or spices, 


at times withou, salt. Copiously 
mixed with the chhole are gravel, 
dirt of a wide variety, including the 
droppings of mice and cockroaches, 
and dead worms. At times a kind 
of thard, dry, unchewable muri is 
served; on wther occasions q kind 
of atinking chira (chura) with a 
proper admixture of dirt, gravel and 
paddy grains, With ft is given 2 
few drops of the coarsest and filthi- 
est. molass, half of which is made wp 
of jute fibres and, of course, pure 
earth. On some days is served the 
famous lapsr, a navseating hotel 


exch of boiled broken rice, wheat 


and dther cereal$ with a dash af 
salt and turmeric powder and all 
sorts of dirt. If the quantity is 


found inadequate, a few buckets of 
water are simply ‘poured imto the 
stuff, Yet, in a desparate bid to get 
a litle more even of this filthy 
broth, the hungry prisoners atmost 
fight each other because they had 
theyr lasp meal I4 or 15 hours: ago 
—at 5 or 6 on the previous evening. 
Breakfast for Grade Mf  cla‘sifed 
prisoners (MISA-B or UndertrialI) 
is siipposed to consist of a slice of 
bresd-and butter, a banana and tea. 
The tea has a filthy taste and a 
stink which makes it practically un- 
drinkable: the banana is either “un- 
available” or, if available, jis no 
bieger than the human thumb; and 
the butter provided could put out 
a good sized fire, so full of water 
it is Nor that good quality stuff 
is mot preyided but it 2b 
all transferred to the quarters of 
the “good” people. 

Then, at about [2 noon or 12-80 
comes the midday meal—supposed 
to consist of rice, dal and curry, 
But the quantity of rice is not 
enough even to appease the hunger 
of a ten-year-old child. The rice is 
spiced with all the | usual items— 
paddy seeds, gravel, dead worms, 
etc. Since the recent crt in the rice 
ration, the quantity has further gome 
down. ‘The “tules” in this respect 
provide that the cut in the rice is 
to be made up with. potatoes or 
some stich stuff. This rule is fol- 
lowed by supplying two tiny pota 


7 
































toes (one, if bigger) fo cach famish- 
ed prisoner. Of these potatoes most 
are rotten; but many of the despe- 


rately hungry prisemers [can’t even 
leave these off, and there is no dearth 
of prisoners who are only too eager 
to gobble down the rotten potatoes 
discarded by others, The kalai dal 
(pulse) served almoy everyday is of 
incredibly ‘wretched quality and 
abourids in worms, gtavel, excreta 
of cockroaches and rats and cock- 
roach’s eres. The Yeeartables pro- 
vided are ‘the most wretched and 
rotien available m the market. All 
these sthiking wezetsbles are ‘pul 
into the curry with their rinds and 
stems ntact: ‘the latter are supposed 
to be part of the prisoners’ “diet”. 
Fish and meat are supposed Lo be 
served once a week each. These 
often get dropped from the weekly 
list. When provided, the fish pieces 
are of such a size that a couple of 
them (served to two ptople) could 
be easily packed inside a match box 
The, quantity of “meat” senyeti ye 
a ‘person gets “lose” if ipa 
from one bowl into anéther, In the 
dal and tthe curry ate Sometimes 
found good-sized bits of high-protein 
stuff—boiled cockroaches. They are 
usually rémoyed ftom the curry be- 
fore being brought to the wards. 
(That ts why one often finds dead 
cockroaches scattered abou, the 
kitchen floor). On occasion when, 
by oversight, the curries are brought 
with ‘he dead cockroches in them, 
the prisoners refuse to accept the 
food, the stuff is simply taken bork 
to the kitchen, and after the cock- 
roaches are removed, is brought back 
as “fresh” stuff. Well, how is it 
possible to cnok it all again? And 
supposing that is done, whay is the 
guarantee that there won", be cock- 
roaches in that too? 

In the late afternoon (but meanit 
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for ‘the night) ds served a meal of 
three roviis plus the same dal and 
curry. Because of the recent cut in 
the wheat ration the number of rotis 
per head has rome down to two, 
The rotis ate made of a mrxture of 
besan, milo etc. with a little (wheat) 
ata added. The paste for the roti 
served in ‘the evening is prepared at 
10 a.m, All stale leftovers are mix- 
ed up with the fresh paste, often 
making the rotis %d’nk. Since the 
reduction in the number rotis » sup 
plementary item of boiled chhola, 
eravel and dead worms is being 
served, 

But even for this normally medi- 
ble food the prisoners (at lesst the 
great majority of them) tensely wait 
like starved animal in cages, Long 
before the food arrives they file up 
with their plates and bowls in their 
hands, Quite often the lordly sepoys 
make abundant use of their lath’s to 
maintain order. But at this hour 
not even the dreaded danda cn make 
the prisoners budge an inch from the 
food-line If, accidentally, there is 
some dal left oyer., there is a pitiful 
sctammble for it. The fortunate ones 
who can get some extra dal instantly 
drink up the tasteles fil thy stuff. 

There are days when the midday 
mesl arrives two or three or even 
four Jrours late. Unable to stand 
the hunger some of the prisoners at 
times go up to the Chowka to en- 


quire, and receive a few blows 
from the sepoys’ dandas for their 
pains. Then at 4 or 4-30 p.m, the 


prisoners might find their midday 
and evening meals arriving simulta- 
Extreme disorder prevails 
starved 


measly. 
as almost every ome of the 
prisoners tries to get his food first. 
To add to the confusion, time 5 short 
since, according to resulations, the 
wards are to be locked up for the 
night withtn half an hour or so. A 


horrible, nerve-racking cheos prevails. 


The authorities are Perfectly aware 
of the nature of the food served in 
the jail. That is why they take ut- 
most care to see that not a scrap of 
prison food can be taken out of the 
jails 
continsed\ 


(To be 






















The Communi 
Movement In Wa 
Germany—Il 
Hersert Reeinpad 


ppROM among the old 
groups only the [ast 
forms still existed as university 
nizations. The ideological aig 
between the groups widened 
yist. Anarcho-Syndicalie, anit 
Leninis, lines emerged ant iii | 
often lasted for very [briel im 
Resides, there were rendendenal 
direction of the DKP and ai 
KPDML. A national itleoldg 
pute came afterwards; anil Wil 
came it did so through and (im 
with the struggle that was oni 
with national tasks. 
While the majority of Hog 
frunden (wage-scale dispuiga 
1970 ended in quick compro 
withour strike—as accepted iy 
trade union leadership—in i 
ger disputes and struggles wen 
In summer, during the strike a 
workers in the chemical indugiy 
police—for the firss time #¥ 
years—were hurled on stem 
In late autumn of the same] 
workers in south Germany 
work over the metal worker ® 


dispute, defying the trade 

leadership, During the secmiy of 
of 1971, and especially on am al 
of the metal workers’ wage Giga o-| 
a number of propaganda Gil th 


could for the first Gime agiwlega de 
sively and were able to succesmiy ©! 
voice and sysematize the work th 
demands, 
In these cases the question ? 
was asked was; after and im 
of acceptance by the trade miami * 
ders of power and reduced demi 
as the ba‘is for a position of #agam 
tion, under what conditions @ill 
communist organizations props 
and maintain higher wage dena 
The number of foreign warkeiy, | 
the FRG is growme; they are hes 
paid workers; in the sphere o0m 
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bon, that is livine quarters etc) 
Miller especially severe exploita- 
fm The Aliens Law—the right 
Spline forepn workers—is 
epicerned with preserving the 
fede for che capitalists. Pro 
ae wes set in «motion in the 


1unist. 
o Wes 
—If 












EINDOR ‘of 1972 against these Jaws. 
Th ipaign—in which the DKP 
old etuden moe paruicipate acquired its: sti- 





mlevance when, after the in- 
Dat the Munich Olympic 
the Government started de- 
cmintiess Arabs. This cam- 
mded on October 8 with a 
h demonstration of 10,000 peo- 
Dortmund. 


ast orien 
inivershy a 
rical di ines, 
dened: Tia ain 
» and Mies iJ 
d and jnithy l ate 
brief perl 















ndencies Hi i 

and gis © datity wilh Vietnam 
ideological Som alter solidarity with the 
i amd whe mele of Indochina began to be 





more intensively propagated in 
Mitre FRG in view of the Ame- 
fan bombing and the approaching 
y of the Dapmemeery of ihe people, In many cities 

disputes)” ; willazes committees were formed 

compram Mhe tits of solidarity with the 
of Indochina (solidarity that 






th and Og 
was €O) 















iccepred by 1 
p—in 1971 4 Hmerely a record of sympthy for 
We were E sullering people bur solidarity 








































he strike ofa the People ip their strugele for 
‘al industry idence and progress). Many 
- ume in ae Hand also regional demonstra- 
on sithepe Were organized. Building on 
the same Sa sharp reaction against the 
Lormany firti bombing before the New 
workers" PWas posible. The suggestion 
he trade al COmMUNist groups for wnity 
the s¢ and for organizing q nation- 
lly on the. deme stration in Bonn was ac- 
s' wage dit The political substance of 
paganda ) demonstration was to be the 
me agitate d mi for implementation of the 
e Lo sucee Buin agreement and for ending 
ize the AG's support for the us and 
Op January 14, 1973, 25,000 

question 4 4 ith ehese slogant—demons- 

er and in i st past in Bonn. Only the DKP and 
trade wade iemperatic organizations did 
redaced p pant; whey maintained that 
sition #F D ms judhspensablc to preserve their 
conditions fal Wogans for peace which did 
tions on mi the basis of the Bonn de- 
r wage een mation. They thus showed that 
reign werke me were noy really prepared to 
they are (he b lpeether with communist 
: ations 9They staged their 


te sphere of 
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own demonstration in Dortmund on 
January 21 with about 20,000 people. 

Another reason behind numerous 
demonstrations and founding of com- 
mifees in 1972 was the removal and 
exclusion of so-called radicals from 
public Here public service 
includes schools, universities. railways, 
postal and health services etc. Pro- 
fessors, teachers, hospital doctors and 
many others are Beamte (civil ser- 
vants). In these the bourge- 
oisie very painstakingly saw Yo it 
that the State continue remain 
unhampered as their instrument for 
suppressing the people, Thus we 
see again and again waves of purges 
in the public services; there were the 
laws for the re-establishmen: of the 
elite ctvil service, the decree 
of the FRG Government: over parti- 
cipation in politics of public seryants 
against the “fundamental democratic 
principles’ of 1950, and also the “pri- 
nciples on the question of anti-con 
stitutional elements within the pub- 
lic services’ evolved out of the con- 
ference of the chief ministers of the 
FRG in 1972. 

These purges have always been 
directed against all democratic forces: 
thus a teacher was fired because he 
had written in a letler to his trade 
union that resistance to undemocra- 
tic laws is legitimate. This purging 
is sharper in those provinces where 
the SPD is in power than in those 
where the CDU rules. The commu- 
mists are being increasingly successful 
in turning their struggle agains, pur- 
ges imto a fight for the abolition of 
deprivations in the public services, 
against the ban om strikes by civil 
servants and against the planned ex- 
tension of the same to all public 
servants, 

The trade union leadership during 
1972-73, for instance over the wage 
disputes of the metal workers, once 
again settled for very small pay in- 
creases. As a resuly of this the trend 
that had existed for several years— 
namely a steady sinking of the real 
ware--was allowed to continue, In 
L978 all the instruments with which 
the bourgeoisie suppresses the people 
appeared with renewed vigour; com- 


service 


areas 


to 






pulsion yowards greater labour inten- 

sity, rise in taxes and social decue- 

tions (bealth, insurance etic), 

rise at an average rate of 

BY food items more than 10% 

Im early summer 

of the better paid workers— 

the industry— 

reacted with a strong strike, Some- 

thine clse happe ned that astounded 

the in many factories 

all over FRG the workers struck 

the prior consent and 

legalizing through the union 

fership. ‘The demand was for pay 

rise at factory level (that is, for a 

above a rise that could 

be implemented only after a nation- 

wide agreemen; between the trade 

unions and the capitalists). The 

most important roles were played by 
workers in the large metal concerns 
—Hoesch, Mannesmann and Valks- 

wagen; bur there were equally big 
strikes im the smaller ones—Karrmang 
(Osnabruck), Harvster (Heidelberg), 
John Deere (Mannhoim), Vulkan, 

Werfc (Bremen), Klockner (Bremen), 
AEG (Ollenburg). 

This strike movement of the 
highes; importance because it was 
clear that che strikes could no, have 
materialized -withou, the organized 
participation of communis; cells and 
becatise this was the firs time that 
communis organizations had the lea- 
ding role.. The factory newspapers 
of the communists were the organizers 
amd the mouthpiece of «he workers. 
Here is a a new factor thar the bour- 
peosie will have to deal with. The 
answer of the capitalists was preme- 
ditated, restrictions on the suspected 
leaders of the movement (which how- 
ever were almost all—under pressure 
—nullified). Expulsion from trade 
unions also followed, The SPD orga- 
nization in Bayern (Bavariz) declar- 
ed that taking part in wild ‘strikes is 
irreconcilable with the conditions of 
membership in the SPD. 

Alongside the wage stutgegles rhere 
ate numerous other movements 
against house rents that are often ex- 
orbitant, in tram fate, atainst 
Negalizing abortion, against the ex- 
treme moise of highways and military 


in prices 
—for 
—, and such others. 
some 
iti 


numely printing 


bourrecisie- 


of 
trade 


without 





* over and 


Was 


rises 
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airfields, and also against Portuguese 
colonialism.’ By far the stronge, of 
all these moyemenrs is in the univer- 
Sities; here, since around 1968, there 
have been only a few student's union 
that are not under the control of pro. 
gressive students, The struggle here 
résults from the fact that phe bour- 
geoisie’s «= “self-regulation process” 
cannot function together with 
wide autonomy for the swu- 
dents; “the fimdents have a 
geoisre together with wide autonomy 
tao critical position: against the bour- 
geosie for this to be successful, For 
example, such auitonomy means high 
ineffective expenditures for the State; 
srich autonomy would imply ‘thaitl, 
Sty, a stucleny can study one subject 
for sometime and then change if he 
desires; this, hewever, would mean 
an utter waste of momey for the 
State since the State ts always lookimg 
flor the best return for its Investments. 
‘Thus sciences hostile to the people 
must there be im the wmiversiities. 
The frtedom of criticism 
ing lectures is largely curtailed; 

even questions pu, by students can 

resukt in jail terms and rustication if 
the professor concerned that 
such questions make it impossible for 
him to continue his lecture. He can 

impose this punishment whenever he 
feels like it—lor example, if he ts 
ferced| into discutsions alien to che 

contents of his Jecture. There hays 

recenly been instances of police be 

ing posted around Tecture halls so 
ahat the professors in dissclving their 
lectures can — if they wish—pornt 

our to the police those students they 
wish ro see in jail, 

All these struggles that 
the workers and rhe people in general 
are ever the offensive be- 
cause they sre even more freeing them- 
selves from all types of reactionnry 
ideologies. However, the stmuigeles 
are still scattered. Although the com- 
munists have suecceeded in seizing the 
leadership in a number of cases, the 
communist progTtamme of strugele is 
nor rooted in the different movements 
and therefore cannot unite the vari 
ous movements, In so far as the 
communists are successful in achiev- 


dur- 


fTeehs 


inidicate 


more on 
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ing this, they will also be able ¢o 
bring about their own unity and re- 
organize themselves inte a communist 
party, 


APPENDIX 


The DKP 

One main problem of the commu- 
nists is their relation to the DEP, 
The DKP has in ig a great many of 
the banned KPD; 
these elements are to be found espe- 
cially outside the universities. They 
constitute che core of the DKP. The 
membership 40,000, the 
weekly newspaper of the party sells 
30,000 copies, and in elections the 
party secures about 1% of the votes. 
Fspecially the stagnating number of 
copies of the newspaper sold, and 
the election results show ghat the 
DKP is incapable of carrying through 
an independanm polmical build-ujp 
The DKP seldom criticizes the SPD 
policies, meyer its role in the party 
system and uncritically yields .o SPD 
trade unionists for the sake of “trade 
union unity”. The party advacates 
capital export in order to keep che 
jobs of the workers seoure. The 
party offers itself co the people as a 
kind of “better SPD’—someth he 
the mastes, over and above the SPD, 
do not need. No remarkable success 
has till now been registered by the 
party; consequently the party finds 
itself tn a defensive stance. In sum- 
mer 197% the strongest Tocal branch 
ley The DKP is: never- 
theless strong in the wniversities, 
where togeher with the social demo- 
crats they control a majority of the 
student unions. ‘These SPD-DKP 
coalitions concentrate in their pro- 
gramines on a demand for participa- 
tion of students tn rhe affairs of the 
university. The party's defensive 
statice is shown by its general policy. 
The party rules out che possibility 
of any unity of action with the Mao 
ist groups, inspite of the fact prect- 
that sich unity 1s seen. evermore 


former cadres of 


mumbers 


the party. 


sely 


frequenWy among progressive orgamiza- 


tions and communist groups without 
the DKP, (eg. Vietnam, the purges 
fn public service) . 


Communist Circles Soran: 
To the Ieft of ‘thal mel i: 
2 prea disunity rules the 
thoueh overcoming of 9 peter 
differences with growing xpgaeye' 
is something that appears gai 
within reach. In spile of hem 
city they receive anarchify grog pier 
of no releyance, . Small Ata eecrit 
Syndicalist groups are to be fait me 
Berlin, Franklure and Munichieeam 
weak and Ti a ire 
losing importance; among te : the 
Fourth International (Umniredii 
tariat) is the largest group 


Trotskyists are 


Marxist-Leninist organization 
arly and increasingly dominate 
I. Communist Bund ¥ i 
Hamburg, Communit Workeni 
ration-Siuttgart and Workers 
for Rebuilding the KPD—Mim 
These are the three groups qhag 
to a certain extent similar pol 
and are in their respetive Teg 
For these gray 
the economic struggle and the} 
movement stay in che  foreg mm 
Thus they have not always ti 
part in national demonstrationgg 
Vietnam, Aliens Law ete). r 
members. at times forego a fin 
stance as communists: they peli 
appear as dedicated trade sional 
Some of hem often fail co engiy 
parallel propiiear 
when participating in a unity bm 
tion with other groups, In Wi 
politics they stress the danger of@ 
cism. .Some refuse propaganda 
ctiticizing the Sovier Unton, 
have apparently no plans or sigR 
‘ions for rhe unity of all communi 
The ‘newspaper of the Hambum 
group sells nearly 20,000 
None of the groups is strong i 
universities, 
2. Der 


Westdeutschlann ) KRW—The Gig 
munist League of West Germania 


relauiyely Strong, 


independent 


Kommunistische Bi 


mn! 
. ae 

was founded in the summer off = 

having arrived at a programm@ aan 

a Statute after Jong, public, ié0iiaE 

eal debates various ‘liam 

communist The ‘KR 


works in the trade unions on 


hetween 


erou ps 
2TOU Ps. 


DECEMBER & 





aT tee desires 
Mexeen on uttity of action which 
Mhilyof che masses 
with 
® possibility, the 
Pant stich Sunity should 
iy of the masses In 
i 0) propaganda the Soviey Union Gopal Chose 
iti id but no national demands 
WIELD: wraitise iy 
mime for ihe withdrawal of i 
> : Sirnla 
fimons from the GDR are typical mala. 
Me FRG attitude towsrd 
j RBW considers 
Dine eutire communis: 
Merates its own founding complete studies owing to the civil 
ibiihe debate that preces moveinent. 1981-35 
eine only another step . Jaipur School of Arts, stood Ist Class 
. ait : vare 
Te ‘ iat : ‘“olleca 
ais achieving unity. Ist, 1985-38 Madras Art College 
fhe paper of the KBW (fortnight. where Debiprasad Raychoudhury was 
Milly under 50.000 conies Paritosh Sen, Prodosh Das 
miny group that did Kinkar 
Gre role in. the fellow 
— The student 
mW after the DKP 
fl Democrats forms the 
Ba tir the 
round eae 
KPDML and KPD., The 
(aken 4 - . - 
maui. wae formed in 1968 curs of 
is é { 
Bi | srouns from the old KPD 
heir 7 a : 7 
’ iste maew KPT) was formed tn 1970 
ub 
x it several crouns from the stu- 
fer 19 3 Be 
re We movemen; in Berlin. 
ornistiy ae tech 
idk RPD is in no way connected 
ges 7 bd : eetics 
_ ty Pee okt KPD, Both KPD 
tats | ae 
f ‘ae ML oaim to be the vanguard of 
Of AG . > re . 
" shee Mie mroleiaria: fin Gerneuny—in- 
‘ oe gme GDR. - Hence 
“ my attacks of the 
1 work 


/ Sovivr Union. 


programme, It 


Artists Of West 
Bengal—VIII 


Unity ol 
oher organizations is 
only ert rion 

SANDIP SARKAR 


serve 


the 


Born 


father 


Biographical Note - 1913 
I9I8 With 
1924 His father lives 


retirement 


(demends, for 
Calcutta, 


Benares Read up 


Russi alter 


only to Intermediate at the Anglo-Ben- 


Aljahad. Could 


irae} 


moveny gali College, not 


accom. 
disobedience 





Prmcipal 
Kali 
were his 
Class Tat. 


1938 


Ghose Dastidar 
students. Stood Ist 
Toured India on cycle, 
Return to Calcutta Wrate 
illustrated travelogue for Bang- 
1939 Tausht at the B.T. 
Department, Srottish Churih College, 
19438 the f 
Group, Worked as part-time visit 
im architecture, BE. 


1951-52 Taught 


Gupta 


eviona 
ya Ay 
local 


and 


strongest 


the 
ah 
shree. 


universities 


Founded mous Calcutta 








ing lecturer 
College, 
the Government College of Art 
Craft, Calruttta Gajpal 
ied, has a daughter and a ora 
193] 
London oreanire 
Valeda. All 
1985-36 Madras, 
Madura. 


Shibpur. 


The pre: 
Ghose 
ind 


uchter, Exhibitions : 





show in 

folin de La 
out for Rs, 2,000, 
1937 ‘Tamkum 


the rather 


party acvinst 
Bungalow, 


ha Wh advocate =the founding of Since then oyer 40 shows in Calcutta, 
VED mtdent, alternative trade union Delhi, Bombay, 1963 toured Ame- 
UNS : 4 furope 

’ fritions: the KPDML went: to "ica and Europe, 
mNITg 


Bihis pittside the unions 
fereas the KPD 
thin the unio, 

ore still yery 
Mase, Roth 

mb tomeher with rhe DKP on any 
whatsoever. Tor the 
Sol ghy wNity im strugele can 
Gehed only through an under- 


: wesen 
copie’ i ; 


: time be- The Interview 
in the 


Both pro- I went to Gopal Ghose’s house in 
inj- Haripad; Dutta Lane, Tollyguunj. 
I found tim ina nearby stationery 


lor 


the 


the 


much at 


Burned 
Com- 


refuse principally 
shop, squatting on his haunches and 
with the people af the 
As. he saw 
the rickshaw, he 


aan them chatting 


EF 1973s 


neighbourhood. 
nom 


me pct- 


ting down 





12 Mlitie of the necessity af socialism, stood up to take me m¢ H 
OR fee nor known how many copies showed me his small garden which 
lowal Meir Papers gre regularly sold “In has mangoe, lemon and several other 
iS fiversties the KPD hat a nation trees and a beautiful catitus. His 

on raom was ‘overfull with fgurniture, 


© Organization 


R 8, 1978 


College. 


books, note-books, water-colours and 
two rearly finshed canvases dome 
in oil. The room did mot have any- 
thing of .fucnce ty it, but there was 
enough proof that the artist is very 
We had been naod- 
r acquaintances for time 
ankl so it did nor take me long te 
build wpa rapport 
Wi “each 


time 


hard-working, 





cing 


some 


takes 
Terviewee 
what he is alter 
times when neyer 
this through ancd the interviewee 


individual it 


sone before the 


can communicate 
There are he can 

The interviewer tries in 
vain to probe, but as they are not 
on the same wave-length, the inter 
viewer looks on helplessly as the im 
terviewee goes om This is exactly 
me Gopal 
Ghose. He was reacting in the same 


way as he journalistic 


happened to with 


would in a 
and anec 


interview telling me sroriés 


; 
aotes, W hich 

























although very interest 
what I after I 
gently tried co steer the conversation 


ing were not was 


along. the course, 
Ghos 

absorbine st 
His 
like 


arud 


Gopal 
the track. told 
reminisced, was 


certain 





bitter, against 
Debi prasad 


like 


quite interesting, 


Raychou- 
Bishnu Dey I 
He had 
some very imteresting stories to tell 


arists 
dhury poets 


x 
found 


about his student days, his struggle 
tour abroad. ; 
handed me 
his father and lovingly told me that 
his fa an atiny captain, had 
inspired him to paint and provided 
was im the Art 

Evidently he nop only 
dtronely identified with his father 
but also his feelings for him vetced 
adoration 


a photoeryph of 


thet 
when. he 


for h 


Not a single word 
mother 


on 
did he wtter his 
However, it seemed stranee that he, 
had not painted a portrait 

his father. He ako showed me 
photographs of his daughter and het 
hushand, Even told me how Bishnu 
Dey had been instrumental in his 
marriage, He talked aboury days he 
hac lived together in Madras sharing 


mY artist 


a (tox with Paritosh Sen as students, 
how G. R. Rajagopalachari had taken 
a fancy for him. Sketched ou, the 
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personalities of Prodosh Das Gupita 
aml Katikinkar Ghose Duastidar—his 
contemperaries in Madras Art Col. 
lege. 

Coral Ghose finatly gor my point. 
He «aid that one Gught to learn how 
te be stell in ones seat, This was the 
greatest. (problem that Indian artist 


faces. Urhanvisation. unsertles him 
the speed and change and all ¢hat 
He Iooks cutward, imstead of in 
ward, He musi work hard every 
day. He must no; beg for the good 
things of life. He must nop” run 
after fame or money. He must 


hold his heal high. ‘On the other 
band; be mus; learn his trade— 
anatomy, drawing, geometry—whae. 
ever is essential for painting. He 
heed not go to Kurope. The art 
treasures. of India, the life, climate 
wnd people arc mmre than enouch 
for findme a point of departure, 
One cannot be an artist by imitat- 
ing. Look at the Parisretun'ned 
wisr—they smear their canvases, 


They learn the art of  living-in 
affiuence atid wearing European 
clothes. 


Gopal Ghose began to recount 
his travels abroad. He could not 
forget the impression. that the works 
of ancient and modern masters 
made on him, He felt, hhowever, 
thar they could not and should not 
be aped, for their life-style wnet cli- 
mate were different, 


ditions that: had influenced them 
waa dissimilar to those of Indin. 
The Indian sun wat different from 
the stin that shone in Paris. The 


trees, flowers, people and rivers of 
‘the sub-comtinent were different: 
Each season was different from rhe 


seasons ¢lsewhere mn the world. 

Yer there are ‘thines that we can 
learn from TBuropean masters, things 
like discipline, putting in hours of 
hard work, oyercomine impatien'ce 
earnine one’s owt livelihood, not 
depending om others for bread, love 
of liberty and the arr of being one’s 


own master, These ure the baste 
qualitres of great European artists, 
We must lear to suffer; accept 


even defeat, for our artistic integrity, 
From India one must imbibe the 


1? 


The social con- 


PROM TIER 


tradXion of is greay art, no, as 
sometiting to be revived but as some- 
thing to be smtegrated in one’s own 
soul Lear *o work withiont ex 
ipecting reward. ‘Learn ito persist 
and strive for jones viion stub- 
bornly, being reatly to die for it, 
An artist must believe tha; he has 
a goal, but he must be humble 
enough to admit thar he docs not 


know the road. He must have the 
explorers’ temperament. He must 
bo aware that howmver unconver | 


tional his work is, he has to abide 
by certain rules of flexible artistic 
grammar, ‘Today ‘the «critics are 
afraid to criticise gimmicks, idiosyn- 
cractes chat pass in tie name of art, 
People have forgotten rhe. difference 
between good art and = gimetack. 
Therelore, the crue artist must suffer 
reat only economic hardship but also 
mental anc ‘spiritual agony ‘to be 
creative. He must lewn to sit and 
be stull and rontemplate, Abanin- 
dranath'’s “Rharatmata” was the first 
work of such contemplation. Gopal 
Ghose was angry wih a friend who 
had subtly denounced the works of 
Abanindranath, Ramkinkar, Berode 
Behari and Amita Sher-Gil. He did 
noy agree with the rane of the art. 
tle. He believed the ground was 
being ‘prepared for the advent of 
erear artists, His only advice to the 
young artist was yo be truce to the 
spirit of India, to the briehtnes; of 
its sun to themselves. When i n 
doubt they should bring a child near 
the painting and study tow the 
child reacted fer the ~ main 
husine’ss of panting was comimuni- 
cation of ideas. Whether this was 
done properly, rightly, or in style 
were afterthouchts and did mor kelp 
creativity, 


His Art 

Probably no artiss im India has 
loved the Indiam landscape as much 
as Gonal Ghose. Nie one has been-able 
to point out its majesty and gran- 
deur. as he For this he hap 
himdied water-colours and pastel 
with- unusual mastery. Pity that he 
did not try his hand in ails when 
he was in his prime. 


has, 









Gopal Ghose is basically 
tic who has been unable) 
himself to the comple 
urbanisation brings. Cutthing 
petitiveness! ' corrupt valu 
breakdown of  &stalylished 
have upset him, He hes 
against this and gone bade 
ture. His approach to it ma 
mind one of Wordsworth: Hii 
studves his paintings jcloesly aim 
that he in not a ‘pantholy 
heves in mechatsical determiq 
Rather he is a Taygorean Wit 
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Might 
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to be one with nature, tals 
Trees, birds, mountains, Tig open! 
valleys, clouds have all aim ee 
‘him and he has lovingly tim = 
capture mature’s various moods Bim 
light and shades, the diame! 
seasons, the atmosphere, Hig} plete! 
are aflame with muarices of 1B almos 
ty. Even when in Ameria i pad 
Rockies the prairie, the lone pre 
tus thay caucht his attention pian 
has identified with the gran plant 
ithe expansive American Cutt eal 
Strancely enobeh, he has ha Bhatt 
ment to make about the Ama” 
people or ‘their jculture Ge" 
Ghose's paintings make} ie” 
seem. thay India or cven cr q 
does not have people’ Heri | 
his tragedy, Most of the . 4 
seems to have deliberately [i 4 
men and beasts. His bop 4 
kingdom seems (to lack . 
warmth. Devoid jf humana ” 






tion, conflict and compassion? 














































seardh for some kind of mystial a" 
Structurally this has made liam asd 
ethereal and to some extant. 
less, and finally forced hin pet 
somewhat repetitive. . 
Yer im spite of his many oH it « 
faults, one rnomust acknowlelaeal ys 
before Gopal Ghose, no GHEE ;, 
dudied the Indian lands wh, 
singleminded tenacity. I warail his 
a highly stylised | buckdrop Bae ,;,, 
which the human. or divine ER, .,, 
ters acted out their parts or ini ,., 
teceny thnes an artistic ex i! ;,. 
half seriously. It is Gopal WG ).; 
who explored the poa/biiee..., 
painting the variety of India 5). 
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- © However wuch he is discte 
i these days, future generations 


yi find much that thev 


will 


Subtle Comedy 


MricAnka Sexwar Ray 


| who are normally 


He Movtrotann-Loren | 


rumbuttious. 


mH romerly, loud, 
erotic, sometimes a lit 
the bleak humour o 


ity, night find Palidaro’s 
: a Hed Or Not To Bed slightly 


“a0 


pointing The fun here 
the (humour gentle, 


subdued, 


fed on 


wand of 
tle gross 
f Germ 


charmine 


is com 


mac By Chetovian i in its subtle nuances, 


aecent is mare OTK a 
a characters and 


complex 
moods 


as » . . 
mon creating conse Situations o 


t 


ling the familiar gags. 


Alberto Sordi plays an Italian mer- 


ih 


on a visit to Sweden 
business 


Mi oto mix 
The business is the fu 


ih witch he succeeds, the 


the Swedish women 
fails. 


hy ite with virible males, 
on m his amorous 


‘bh 
; 


with 
Nourished 
about the sexual pr 
ordic women, win, 


on 


our 


with 
plea- 
YT ‘auctpon 
pleasur 
whom 
false 
oclivities 
hero 


Wéver miss an opportunity to 


i the moment he touc 


bso The wilairs are 


pind often bizarre. A 


nothing tise. 


An in 


expedition 


Sordi 
right 
hes the 
th klich 
teenage 


gives him a patient hearing 


tellectnal 


inspires him with her excit- 


ation om free love, 


bur when 


fet to the whiny itself, the woman 
Bile off, leaving Sordi to the 


care ol a tentalising 


litnouist 


him mito. a nudist colony, 


wiimurely leaves 
Yurech jumping 
of her boy-friend. 
; is | complete 


in 


int 
the 
Sordi’ s 
whien 


Sord: 
to 


phot across an ice-covered 


2 hajctc 
e fatale who uses 


carchase with 2 


this sim: 


a over as a dupe for a mock 


her own \fance. 


As the 


FRONTIER 


ice beneath slarts cracking and the 
woman promptly vanishes into a res- 
cuing helicopter, Sordi’s rosy, roman- 
tic visiong turn into a nightmare. He 
goés back home a sober, experienced 
and perhaps a sad 

The avoidence 
tricks has inevitably 
imro a task—the 
of humorous moments in 
has been eminently 
protagonist 1s the typical ave 
who so cheerfully hugs the 
of “romanee” denied to him 
life and Alberto has so brilli 
pecl himself wm in this 

lias 


become 


usual comic 
the director 

build-ap 
which he, 
The 
man 
delusions 


o£ the 
led 
tougher 


successful 


wi ttu 


SEL 


in 


tnty wrap 


wuche typal 


image that ambitions and ftrus 


Cratos OUFr OWT) 


Latters 


Treatment 


‘Special”’ 


On November 15, I mee Ajitha for 
first rime after a break of nearlh 
One Vex She was at the Cannanore 


the 


it. 


Jail bur the Superintendent there con- 


cocted charges agajinst her and trans- 


fered her vo the Trnvandrum Central 
Prison, 

! had 
half an 
Jailor, 
jail stuff, 


of 


{0} 
presence the 

of ithe 
spirits in 


an imterview with her 


hour in the of 
most 
high 
enhanced life sentence 
Hiech Gourt, But her 
eruelline. She 
the sother 


odd. 


surrounded by 
She ; 
the 
the 
condition 
isolated! ifrom 


is im 
spite 
given by 


living Is is 
completed y 
jail 


Moreover! 


inmates nurabering 25 and 
whe 
so much so that even 
the toilet 

is NOt given 
Mainly 
time reading But books 
Engels, Lenin, Stalin Mao Tse- 
tune (the uninflammable ones) and 
journals delaved. Her 


COMpPrIsSes eal 


is onder strict watch, 
for 


fol. 
any ply 


f she 


oes 
to she is 


wnstunge of 


She 
ork 


lowed 
she 


ical w spends her 
_by Marx. 


and 


norm. 
bottled 
d igest 


food 
ball 


for a 


ing 


wheat hard to 


VETS 
ithyy nor- 
one 
phy exer 
swoll ! To 
| noresume 
heen 


n te) i 
k ol 
cal 


cue 


even hea 
mal condition, . 
who cannot have any 
cise. Her face was 

pittam (bile) and 1 
that health ust 


pers 


to spe 


t ole 


te 


yet 


hammered I believe that comrades 
ai the Cannanore Centra] Jail must 
be experiencing the same cruel life. 

Why such treatment? In its own 
interest this reactionary and coun 
rer-reyolutionary government has 
adopted the ambivalent pollicy oF 
sometimes considering ‘them as poli- 
tical prisoners and sometimes; as 
criminals. From this one can con- 
clude that the powersthnitt-be are 
mortally afraid of the new fore 
which is getting deep-rooted among 
the people. They may be able t 
our comrades but they «san 
never ctush Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Tse-tung thought which is the 
to adtion Por the new forke 
on the horizon of our eon, 


crush 


euide 
rising 
try. 

1 am writing ‘this to keep yo 
informed about the “special” trea® 
ment given (9 Ajitha, one of the 
best proletarian daughters of Kerala 
as well as Gujarat. T am writing 
this not only as the mother of 
\jitha bur as her proletarian ‘mother, 

NANDAKINE NARAYANAM 
(Calicut, Kerala 


CORRECTION 


Owing to machine trouble many 
corrections could not be carried out 
in last qweek’s Froftier, Ay places 
sentences were dropped. One of the 
Prince Sihanouk. He 
letter to |The Far 
FReview that 
govem-~ 
GRUNK 


was 
recent 
Aconomic 
was no longer a 
exile, thay all 

members who were on diplomatic 
mussion abroad, had transferred 
their portfolios to the head of she 
internal resistande {n Cambodia. 
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said in a 
Eastern 
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For Frontier contact : 

SUNIL KUMAR MOHANTA, 
Collectorate Compound, 
Balurghat, 

Dist. West Dinajpur. 





Legal Aid 


There are nearly 20,000 political 
Prisoners in West Bengal alone, not 
te sperk of the rest of India. About 
1000 have so far been given the 
Pdife sentence, including Miss Ajitha 
i) Kerala amd 12 sentenced to deaith, 
fel udine Navabhusan Patmatk 
Ashok Das etc, 

Nearly 1,000 pallitice! ‘pryoners 
i We Beneal wanted aid from the 
Leoal Aid Committce. The Com- 
mittee has so far moved about 200 
hail petitions im different courts, 
Of  ithese 185 are wundertrial 
and 52 are MISA cases. Bail wak 
eyanied ty Aix undertrials and 46 
MISA detenus. Only six persons have 
been released so far, 

The Comnrititee filed 50 musctedl 
laneous 'petitions and attended 35 
sasions trials. Out of these 27 
geeuted have been acquitted 

The Committee filed 20 appeal 
eases in connection with life and 
death senterices at the High Court 
for special leave to the Supreme 
Court. <Apipeals filed before ‘the 
Supreme Court number two. 

In three session cases altogether 
1h people were  re-arrested ifter 
their release by the Court 

Many problems confront the Le- 
gal Aid Committee. 

The authorities do not allow it to 
cotitact the prisoners even on legal 
grounds. 

Papers to defend them are inade 
quate. These are available neither 
from the Governmeny nor from the 
prisoners Communications with 
the prikowers age frequently di 
rupted for unknown reasons—main 
ly by the authorities. 

We appeal to all democratic mind 
ed and progressive people and ins- 
titutions to come forward and help 
the Committee. 

JAYASHRI RANA 
Legal Aid Committee 
Calcutta 


Turning the 
smallest amount 


into a 
good habit... 


We help make the saving habit a 

good habit by making it an easy affair. 
By providing facilities for several 
convenient saving schemes backed by 
speedy personalised service. What's 
more, our comprehensive loan schemes, 
through over 600 branches, cover almost 
every socio-economic group, 


Helping people to help 
themselves—profitably 


United Commercial Bank 


yvcoc-s 
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The Richbru life is your tif 


Como taste the 
good life with 
Lipton’s Richbru 


You'll love the 
great taste of 

this grté e8 and 
the extra cups you 
Get from each pack 
of Richbru 


Only packaged tos 
retain their flav 
and fresi.nes 


wks 
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